
Get clear on
your book

topic in 3 easy
steps!



First, you need to
connect with
your future readers.
Spend 10 to 15 minutes
brainstorming how you
want your readers to feel
after they read your
book.
 
To help you jumpstart
your creativity, grab
some unlined paper
(preferably not white -
choose a bright colour if
you can) and your
coloured pencils,
crayons, and glitter pens.
 
Next, write words
and/or draw pictures of
how you want your
readers to feel.
 

STEP 1
It's time to
get creative!

Why unlined, brightly
coloured paper and art
supplies? When you
move away from lined
paper and official
looking black or blue
ink, you're less
judgemental of the ideas
you produce.
 
Tapping into your
creativity will help you
get to the heart of what
you want your readers to
feel.



Now it's time to start
thinking about how
you're going to help
your readers feel all the
amazing things you
want them to feel.
 
Using the brainstorming
sheet from step 1 for
inspiration, write a short
paragraph that explains
what you want to teach
or show your readers.
 
Don't let your internal
editor get in the way.
Just write what you want
your readers to have
learned or understood by
the end of your book.
 
This is  not the time to
worry about punctuation

What do you want to teach
or show your readers?

STEP 2



 or finding just the right
word. You just need the
writing to be
clear enough that you
know what it says.
 
Let your usual working
methods and mood today
guide how you write this
-type it if you usually
compose at your
computer, or write it in a
notebook if that feels
better.
 
 If you get stuck, or
your internal critic won't
stay quiet (or you're just
feeling creative today),
try writing on unlined
paper in glitter pen - you
can't judge what you
write in pink glitter!

STEP 2



The goal for this step is
to write one sentence
that describes your
book's main point or
argument.
 
Reread the paragraph
you wrote in step 2 and
distil it into a single,
arguable sentence.
 
For example, for a book
on Shakespeare's Hamlet,
the following sentence
would not work
as a statement of
argument: Hamlet is the
prince of Denmark.
 
It's true, he is. But this
doesn't help you write
your book. It's just a 

 statement of fact,
meaning that there's
no argument to make or
point to prove.
 
This sentence would
work: Hamlet's
struggles with his
identity are rooted in his
complex attitudes
towards masculinity.
 
This is something you
could
argue.

Your statement of 
argument

STEP 3



Your statement of argument should
not not contain a list. Many school
teachers advocate that sort of
statement, but it's problematic for
many reasons. The main one is that
there is rarely a logical reason for term
1 to come before term 2, and so on.

Important Note
STEP 3



When you write your
statement, be as concise
as you can.
 
Your book is making
one claim about a
focused topic. It's not
trying to cover every
aspect of the topic.
 
Statements of argument
can be
difficult to write, so do
ask for help if you need
it. 
 
It will be worth the
effort - this is the
statement on which your
whole book is built.

 It gives you an answer
when people ask what
your book is about! Also,
it's useful for working
your book into your
elevator pitch for
networking events!

STEP 3



If you want to keep working with me to write
your book, I'd love for you to sign up for my
Outlining Workshop.
 
It's normally £50, but for you, it's only £30!
 
The workshop is the first few lessons from my
full course, and if you sign up for the course,
I'll deduct £50 from the price. That way you
won't be paying for the workshop twice, and
you'll keep your £20 discount! If you prefer to
pay in US dollars, email me and I'll send you
an invoice (Jennifer@ewc.coach).
 
Visit this page to learn more and sign up: 

https://ewc.coach/work-with-
me/outlining-workshop/

What's next?

I'm looking forward to seeing your
book on the shelf!


